
Adjusting Assessment Methods during Distance Learning 
 
Teaching during a global pandemic has been challenging. And one of the biggest 
challenges facing college instructors here at USK and at other places is testing. Many 
colleges have noticed an increase in cheating on exams and quizzes since distance 
learning began last spring. 
 
You can address the temptation to cheat in a few ways. First of all, recognize the reality 
of the fatigue and stress students experience during distance learning. Second, and in 
recognition of the challenges students are facing, be prepared to assess learning 
differently than you did when classes were face-to-face, and in ways that encourage 
student engagement with the material, classmates, and you.  
 
Exam assessments still have their place, however. When you quiz or test students, 
adopt a few strategies to cut back on cheating. You can read up here on how to set up 
tests on Populi. A few cheating reduction strategies that work particularly well with Populi 
tests: 
  
--Only make the test available for a short window of time. 
--Use more frequent and lower-stakes tests rather than big cumulative exams. 
--Vary test questions among the different sections of the same class. 
--Delay the feedback period until after the test date.  
 
This semester, remember that students need help staying engaged while dealing with 
the difficulties of distance learning. Here are some alternative ways to assess student 
learning that also boost engagement: 
 

1. Follow a multiple choice question with a short answer question asking the 
student why they chose their answer to the multiple choice question. 

2. Assign timed reflection writing at the end of class.  
3. Use breakout rooms on Zoom for think-pair-share groups. 
4. Assign a paper instead of a test. 
5. Ask students to create portfolios of process work culminating in a semester paper 

or project. 
6. Assign professional presentations. 

 
As always, do a quick check to make sure that your assessments align with your course 
learning outcomes.  
 
Making substantial changes to assessments listed on your syllabus is not ideal in the 
middle of the semester. But some of the alternatives to testing are informal and in-class 
ways of keeping track of student learning and engagement. Further, not all changes to 
assessment require changes to the syllabus. For instance, assigning an essay instead of 
a test might mean that instead of a multiple-choice test of 50 questions, you assign an 
essay question for the test.	

https://otl.du.edu/teaching-through-a-pandemic-cognitive-load-mental-health-and-learning-under-stress/
http://rtalbert.org/specs-grading-iteration-winner/
https://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/educational-assessment/fourteen-simple-strategies-to-reduce-cheating-on-online-examinations/
https://support.populiweb.com/hc/en-us/sections/360003488834-Tests
https://support.populiweb.com/hc/en-us/articles/360019940854-Using-the-feedback-options-in-tests
https://testing.byu.edu/handbooks/WritingEffectiveEssayQuestions.pdf



